
Unlocking Federal Funds to 
Advance Hawai‘i’s Economic Future

City & County of Honolulu Economic Revitalization Commission
May 21, 2024



5/21/2024 2

U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) Funds Critical 
Local Economic Development and Disaster Recovery* Projects

• County of Hawai‘i, Disaster Recovery Plan 
($0.25m, 2018)*

• Kohala Center, Accelerator Renovation 
($2.18m, 2014)

• NELHA, Aquaculture / Ocean Tech 
Incubator ($3m, 2012)

• Maui Academy of Performing Arts, Performing Arts Campus 
($3.53m, 2022)*

• MEDB, Space Cluster Development ($0.44m, 2019)

• UH, Maui Food Innovation Center ($0.21m, 2018)

Construction

• Kaua‘i Economic Development Board, Creative Tech Center ($0.1m, 2017)

• MA’O (Waianae Redevelopment Corporation), 
Produce Processing and Training Facility ($2.9m, 2017)

• HTDC, Entrepreneurs Sandbox ($3m, 2014)

• UH, Culinary Institute of the Pacific ($2.42m, 2012)

• FTZ, Trade Business Incubator ($3m, 2010)

• UH, Pacific Business Center Program ($0.3m, 2020)*

• OEDB, APEC Business Development ($0.25m, 2011)

Non-Construction



Non-Construction Grants Have Been Steady Resource 
for Economic Development
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Other $183 $282 $776 $493 $210 $945 $510 $210 $235 $150
Economic Adjustment Assistance $252 $0 $75 $230 $376 $539 $300 $9,517 $39,754 $656
Public Works $5,688 $0 $0 $1,600 $0 $0 $0 $300 $2,000 $0
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EDA Awards to Hawai‘i Recipients (thousands $) by Federal FY

Source: USASpending.gov



EDA Programs Largely Underutilized by County Governments
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Source: USASpending.gov

Hawai‘i 
County, 

$7,863,118 

C&C of Honolulu, 
$36,367,624 

Maui County, 
$4,650,251 

Kauai County, $100,000 

Unspecified, 
$16,601,025 

Hawai‘i EDA Awards by Primary Place of 
Performance, FY14-23

State 
Government, 
$23,680,817 

County 
Government, 

$3,001,163 

Nonprofit, 
$16,389,372 

Higher Ed, 
$22,510,666 

Hawai‘i EDA Awards by Recipient Type, 
FY14-23



EDA Funding Dependent on Economic Distress Criteria
C&C of Honolulu Census Tracts Meeting 

EDA Distress Criteria

Unemployment rate of at least one 
percentage point greater than 
national average 
(i.e., Threshold Calculation ≥ 1.00)

Per capita income of 80% or less 
than national average 
(i.e., Threshold Calculation ≤ 80.0)OR
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Source: StatsAmerica, using U.S. Census Bureau (ACS 5-year PCMI) data



Unlocking (More) EDA Funds

65/21/2024



5-Year Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
Plan is Required to Access EDA Funds

2023 Update
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2005 Inaugural Plan 2010 Update 2016 Update 
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Economic Development District (EDD) Designation Unlocks Access to 
More EDA Funds to Advance Hawai‘i’s Economic Future

COORDINATION EDA RELATIONSHIP CAPACITYELIGIBILITY

Broadened eligibility 
within EDD region 
(i.e., statewide)

Persistent planning and 
implementation 
coordination

Reinforces and codifies 
state’s relationship with 
EDA

Strengthens local 
capacity to maximize 
drawdown of federal 
funds



Projects Located in EDD Region Receive Majority of EDA Investments
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EDD Will Strengthen Coordination and Capacity to Maximize 
Drawdown and Impact of Federal Funds  

EDD District 
Organization 

(OPSD)

Hawaiʻi Regional 
Economic Stewardship 

& Advancement 
Program

Planning 
Research & 

Design Specialist

Manager

Analyst

EDD Board
DBEDT Director (Chair)
County Mayors
County Economic
      Development Boards
County Workforce 
      Development Boards 
UH President
Labor Union Representative
OPSD Director

Research

Planning

Outreach & Technical 
Assistance

Tracking & Evaluation
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EDD Designation Process and Status
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Establish 
Eligibility

• EDA-
approved 
CEDS

• District 
Organization 
identified

• Board (in-
process)

• Staffing

Submit EDD 
Designation 
Request

• Designation 
Request 
submitted to 
EDA-SRO 
12/29/23

EDA Seattle 
Regional 
Office (SRO) 
Review

• Admin. 
Director

• Legal (in-
process)

• Area
• Regional 

Director

EDA HQ 
Review

• TBD

Approval
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Mahalo!
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